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SUBJECT: PORT CONGESTION SURCHARGE 

1. THE FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION (FMC) HAS INFORMED 
THE DEPARTMENT THAT ON JANUARY 29, 1974 IT RECEIVED A 
FILING FROM THE UITERWYK SHIPPING COMPANY, LTD. PROPOSING 
TO ESTABLISH A 20 PERCENT PORT CONGESTION SURCHARGE, 
EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 5, 1974, BASED ON AN APPARENT FIVE-DAY 
DELAY IN SERVICING VESSELS IN THE PORT OF ALGIERS. 

2. IN ORDER THAT THE FMC MAY EVALUATE WHETHER THIS SUR- 
CHARGE IS WARRANTED, DEPARTMENT REQUESTS ADDRESSEE TO 
FURNISH A REPORT ON LOADING CONDITIONS, WAITING TIME, 

AND ANY OTHER PERTINENT IMPEDIMENTS TO THE RAPID DISCHARGE 
OF CARGOES AT THE PORT OF ALGIERS. ALSO, ADVISE WHETHER 
FIVE DAYS' WAITING TIME IS CONSIDERED EXCESSIVE UNDER 
PREVAILING CIRCUMSTANCES. KISSINGER 
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